
Ways to engage pupils with the history 

around them.



Be honest, you 

won’t hurt my 

feelings… 















• 5…The Project believes that there should be more 

opportunities for children and young people to study ‘history 

around us’ and it continues to develop innovative 

approaches to the study of the historic environment. 

We realised that as a department, we have often ignored 

local events, favouring the national and international.

Over the past year we have been trying to address this and 

we intend to carry on doing this into 2013-4. 





• Celebrating our school centenary.

• Linking the Great War to Dereham.

• GCSE C&P – using our local castle.

• Norfolk – Hotbed of rebellion and 
revolution?

• Things we are starting now…



How to try and get pupils excited about something that seems pointless to them!



• Neatherd High School celebrated 
our 100th birthday in 2012.

• I was in charge of marking the 
occasion and getting students 
involved in the school’s past.

• It grew into something fun/ 
horrible/ memorable as the year 
progressed. 

• BUT many of these activities could 
be carried out at any time*.

*apart from maybe the train naming. 



• For almost all projects 
involving the local community, 
getting in contact with your 
local newspaper can be of 
MASSIVE benefit. 

• We had a surprising amount 
of contact from ex-pupils (of 
the older variety) who 
provided a massive amount of 
evidence.



Centenary day 

Ex-pupils shown around the school 
and interviews by current pupils. On 
the day pupils encouraged to find out 
about school uniform from the past 
and to wear it. Failing this to wear 
clothes from (decades chosen by 
school council) the 1940s or 1960s.  
Lessons focussed on an aspect of the 
past OR in the style of the past. 



Time capsule

Competition for pupils to come up 

with ideas about what we could 

put into our time capsule that help 

to sum up the school, the town and 

the world in 2012. 

Some ideas about what to include 

were better (letters from pupils) 

than others (a small year 7 pupil).







Train Naming

Quite bizarre, but we managed 

to get a train at the Mid 

Norfolk Railway named after 

the school. In the afternoon 

200 pupils went for a train 

ride with ex-pupils and the 

concert band played songs such 

as the Chatanooga Neatherd 

Choo Choo. 



• We have been very lucky as we still 
have the school’s admission records 
for the first 40 years of the school’s 
history as well as the first staff 
record book. 

• We also have a selection of 
newspaper clippings from the first 
20 years of the school’s life. 

• These were used in our lessons on 
the centenary day at school to try 
and encourage pupil interest and 
get them to come up with their own 
questions. 



TASK

On your table you have a piece of 
sugar paper with two records stuck in 

the middle. Could you please 
annotate these in RED with questions 
you think pupils would come up with 
and in BLACK with ideas of how you 
could use these/what they could lead 

onto. 



Pupils plotted the home address of pupils at the school in 1912 on google
maps. There was no boarding house in 1912…



• As part of the centenary, we came 
into contact with HUGE numbers of 
ex-pupils, many of whom wished 
to share their experience of school 
with us.

• We began to work with a local 
retirement home, where we 
interviewed Ena, who was at the 
school between 1919-22.

• Pupils came up with the questions 
but due to her age I ended up 
interviewing her. 



• Margaret collared me 
while at the retirement 
home and was able to 
come to our celebration 
day and speak with pupils. 

• Born in 1918, she was a 
wealth of information. 

• Pupils used their discussions 
with her (and a more 
formal interview that I 
conducted) to put together 
a display. 





TASK

What would you hope to get out of 
interviews with ex-pupils if you 

pursued the idea? 
What areas do people think that it 

would be good to focus on?



• Has anyone been involved with any similar 
projects?

• Do people have ideas about linked 
projects with their own 
schools/communities



Linking the international to the local…



• While we focus on the national 
and international nature of the 
war, we wanted more of a local 
focus.

• How did the war impact on our local 
area?

• Time to research has been one 
of the stumbling blocks BUT it is 
well worth doing.



• The starting point for our SoW
& for our battlefields trip.

• For part of our preparatory 
work before our battlefields 
trip, pupils conduct a 
questionnaire in Dereham
focussing on what the public’s 
perception of the memorial is:

• Is it prominent enough?

• Is it looked after enough?

• Could it be improved?



• If getting there is an issue OR you have a huge number of 
villages in your school area, a very useful website.





• Pupils to research the names of 
soldiers from the area who died in 
the Great War before our visit.

• Coupled with targetted information 
about specific soliders gained from 
Thiepval and from Pam & Ken Linge, 
pam_ken.linge@btinternet.com – a 
couple building a HUGE database of 
information about the missing 
commemorated at Thiepval. 







• Brilliant website that has 
a huge range of  
historical images 
superimposed on google
maps AND in many cases 
google streetview. 

• You can search by 
postcode and then 
modify date range etc…

















• They are a massively 
underused resource. 

• They have such a 
wealth of evidence 
that just isn’t being 
used by many 
schools.



The Light Dragoons are based in Swanton Morley, 
which is only 4 ½ miles from our school. 

Many pupils attend the school who have links to 
the unit and the base. 



The next set of resources 

appeared after a long discussion 

in the pub opposite the British 

Museum…



Hidden in a box for around 90 

years, a collection unused and 

ignored glass slides of the 15th

King’s Hussars. Who later 

became the Light Dragoons…







TASK

How could these images (all of/some 
of) be used? What could pupils gain 

from their use?



• I was lucky to have a 
predecessor who had a HUGE 
amount of information about the 
Norfolk regiment from his 
research of one particular 
individual. 

• He had also got hold of 2 sets 
of letters from 2 different 
soldiers in the Norfolk regiment.

• These letters could be of real 
use to pupils. 



Task

How could these letters be used in 

the classroom?



• What do people already do in their classrooms to try and link 
the Great War to their local communities?

• Does anyone do anything with other conflicts?

• How does linking to the local area impact on pupil perception 
of the conflict?



A great day that really benefitted students… 



• Run by Norfolk Museum Service BUT tailored and adapted by 
the schools who take part. 

• The day is split into 4 different sections

• A carousel of 3 activities 

• Tour of the castle with a member of staff, focussing on the 
development of the castle as a prison

• Examination of the Crime & Punishment exhibition, which chronicles the 
development of the castle as a prison. 

• Hands on in the dungeon examining items from the collections (death 
masks, manacles, ducking stool) relating to C&P

• A mock trial in the afternoon, focussing on the infamous trial of James 
Blomfield Rush. 







• Most variable part of the day 
BUT it really helped pupils to 
get an idea about the 
changing nature of prisons in 
the 1800s. 

• Always dependant on the guide, 
BUT generally very good.

• Booklets to prompt pupils on 
questions/topics, ie location 
of punishments and types on 
site. 



• GREAT! 

• Examining the changing nature 
of punishments and attitudes 
towards them. 

• Great mock ups of cells –
before Victorian reform and 
after. 

• Costumes! Dress up as a 
Victorian con!



• Brilliant retired Head of 
History.

• Pupils get to handle a range 
of items that they have 
learned about in lessons –
including the fiddle, a ducking 
stool (the actual one used on 
Fye Bridge in Norwich), 
scolds’s bridle (sadly not worn 
by a pupil). 



• Scripted and works best if you have 
selected a range of pupils before 
for roles. 

• We usually do this a week or so before 
– the thespians get into it!

• Be prepared to look ridiculous as 
the judge.

• One pupil said after the trial:

“It helped me to get a better idea about 

how a trial would actually run… But I 

don’t get why he chose to defend 

himself.”



TASK

Lets read some of the trial…



Have you got any ideas for locations 
in your area that could be used or are 

already being used for this kind of 
day?



Local crime books are ridiculously common and a really interesting 
treasure trove of nasty stories that can be used as a way into crime, 

punishment and attitudes shown at the time. 



TASK

Would you build the idea of 
crime/villains into your SoWs? 

What could it be used to build up to?
What would your hope your pupils to 

gain from this?



A place where a serious rebellion shook the monarchy… 





• Often unheard of outside the county,
Kett’s rebellion posed a massive threat to 
the monarchy of the UK.

• Grew in opposition to the enclosures 
springing up during the reign of Edward 
IV.

• Norwich captured and a pitched battle 
ensued, with the rebels defeated. 

• 16,000 men with Earl of Warwick 
defeated the rebels, killing around 3000 
men (cavalry used). 





• This topic is taught as part of our 
protest & rebellion SoW in year 9, 
which comes at the end of year 9. 

• In the summer term after options 
choices, as with every other school, 
focus can be lacking from some 
pupils!

• We try to keep attention through the 
use of varied activities including the 
development of pupil videos 
focussing on the Kett’s rebellion. 



• Clear guidance given in terms of content that MUST be 
included:

• The background; the religious heave-ho, uncertainty & the appearance of 
enclosures

• The Causes of the rebellion

• The facts – what happened?

• Pupil conclusion – why is this event significant AND can they draw 
comparison with any other protests?







Is this kind of activity worthwhile?

Do you think it is ‘dumbing down’ the topic?

What other topics/examples might lend 
themselves to this kind of activity? 



Bits and bobs we haven’t had time for or that are only just beginning…



• Something that we have started recently is a history club, with 
one of the main aims being each term a project focussing on 
one specific area and how it impacted on the local community. 

• The initial area we are looking at is the Home Front in WW2. 

• Aim is to get pupils to interview those who lived in the Dereham area at 
the time.

• Link up with local retirement home – aim is to get students in to 
interview residents

• Really positive as builds up the profile of the school within the local 
community. 



• A former teacher from our school is now teaching in 
Singapore, where a large number of men from Dereham (and 
Norfolk) were stationed until it fell.

• We are looking at the possibility of linking our schools to 
explore what happened to the men of Dereham.

• This will link with our homework project focussing on designing a new 
FEPOW monument. 



• Hopefully this has been of some use!

• luke_mayhew@neatherd.org 

• Twitter - @lukemayhew

• http://notthecornlaws.wordpress.com/


